
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SAGAMORE HILLS TOWNSHIP – REGULAR  

 

Monday, December 12, 2016 - media notified 
 

 

The regular meeting was called to order by Mr. Paul Schweikert at 7:00 pm.   

R/C:  Schweikert-present; Zaccardelli-present; DePasquale-present; 

Fiscal Officer Gale-present.  

 

Pledge of Allegiance to the flag of the United States of America.  

 

Mr. Schweikert moved to approve and dispense with the reading of the minutes of the 

November 14, 2016 Regular Meeting.  Seconded by Mr. Zaccardelli. 

R/C Vote: Zaccardelli-aye; Schweikert-aye; DePasquale-aye. 

 

Mr. Schweikert moved to approve and dispense with the reading of the minutes of the 

December 2, 2016 Special Meeting.  Seconded by Mr. DePasquale. 

R/C Vote:  DePasquale-aye; Schweikert-aye; Zaccardelli-aye. 

 

RESOLUTIONS 

Mr. Schweikert made a motion to ADOPT RESOLUTION 16-57 to adopt the regional storm 

water management program service agreement by and between the Northeast Ohio Regional 

Sewer District and Sagamore Hills Township.  Seconded by Mr. DePasquale.   

R/C Vote: DePasquale-aye; Schweikert-aye; Zaccardelli-aye. 

 

PENDING WARRANTS 
Mr. Schweikert moved to approve the Pending Warrant Report dated November 2016 in the 

amount of $427,800.57.  Seconded by Mr. Zaccardelli.    

R/C Vote: Zaccardelli-aye; Schweikert-aye; DePasquale-aye. 

 

DEPARTMENT REPORTS 

  

Police Department Report 

Mr. DePasquale reported on the statistics for November 2016.    The department handled 535 

calls for service, performed 707 “Community Policing” assignments and handed out 430 

"Patrolled Your Area Cards".       

 

The Investigative Section received twenty-nine (29) investigations for the month and closed all 

but one (1) of them, seven (7) of them were closed by arrest.   

 

Two (2) commendations/appreciations from residents were received praising members of the 

Department for their dedication to duty.  

 

Two Sergeants attended a Kent State University Supervision School.  The training was an eight 

(8) hour block on “Turning Conflict into Collaboration.”  The Lt. and Chief attended an FBI 

Civil Rights Conference.  A Detective attended a Latent Print Development class.  The Lt. 

completed the final National Incident Management Systems training required for Commanders.  

Two (2) officers attended a Blood Alcohol Testing Senior Operator course. 

 

The board accepted the resignation of Part Time Police Officer Renee Sposit.  She accepted a 

full time position at another agency. 

 

Fire/EMS Report 

Mr. DePasquale stated when he refers to “district wide” it includes Macedonia, Sagamore Hills 

and Northfield Center.  Station #1 is Macedonia, Station #2 is Sagamore Hills and Station #3 is 

Northfield Center. 
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Area wide there were 251 EMS calls and 58 Fire calls.  Sagamore Hills had 80 EMS calls   

12 Fire.  Northfield Center had 40 EMS calls and 11 Fire calls.  Macedonia had 131 EMS 

calls and 35 Fire Calls. 

 

Sagamore Hills’ average response time is actually getting better at 4 minutes and 15 

seconds.  Macedonia’s average response time is 4 minutes and 30 seconds.  Northfield 

Center’s average response time is 4 minutes and 55 seconds.  District wide we received 8 

mutual aid requests, and we provided mutual aid 11 times.  

 

Mr. DePasquale said all the communities involved in this are seeing better response times.  

Last year Sagamore Hills’ response times were 5 minutes and 30-45 seconds, and some 

months pushing close to 6 minutes.  Last month the response time was 4 minutes and 30 

seconds, this month 4 minutes and 15 seconds.  The trustees are watching this response time 

month to month.   

 

Road/Park Department Report 

Mr. Schweikert reported the $191,000 grant that the trustees and fiscal officer worked on 

will be returned because we did not receive the matching water funds.  The trustees plan to 

reapply next year for the entire amount.  This would be better than putting almost $400,000 

into the project and then having to tear it up to put in the water lines.  Attorney Jeff Snell 

will confirm this with OPWC. 

 

Mr. Schweikert asked everyone to please allow room on the roads for the snow plows.     

As we have the last few years, Mr. Zaccardelli said the township will issue a snow ban when 

the weather gets bad.  This will be posted on our website. 

 

Zoning Report 

Mr. Zaccardelli reported during the last month there were four permits issued; one for a new 

home, a fence, an addition and one commercial sign for a total of $1,950.00.  The zoning 

inspector will be preparing a summary for the year, and is reviewing and making revisions 

to all the permit forms to make it a more efficient process.    

 

Mr. Zaccardelli stated there is no news on the Mottl and Dunham Road properties.  Hidden 

Ridge development is still moving along.  According to the Summit County Noise 

Ordinance, contractors can work until 9:00 p.m.    Mr. Zaccardelli said the contractor was to 

work with the residents to keep the noise down.  There may be a Board of Zoning Appeals 

meeting the first of the year. 

 

Fiscal Office 
The Fiscal Officer’s November 2016 report had a starting balance of $6,027,890.78, PLUS 

receipts of $135,284.28, MINUS expenditures of $430,979.73 (which includes memo receipts 

of $3,179.16 plus the pending warrant report of $427,800.57 as read by Mr. DePasquale).   

The ending balance for November 2016 is $5,732,195.33.    

 

Trustee Reports 

Mr. DePasquale stated back in August or September he had spoken to the trustees about 

security cameras for the road building and the fire station.  Mr. DePasquale handed out two 

separate quotes for the trustees to review.  Mr. DePasquale would like to choose the less 

expensive of the two packages.  One is over $16,000 and the other is a little over $12,000.  

This would cover the salt shed, back and front of the road building, the fire station and the 

fuel tanks.  There would be cameras on all four corners of the fire station.  Some would point 

to the pavilion, the playground, and a camera inside of the vestibule of the fire station.   

 

The cameras at Northfield Center were not turned on during the recent vandalism.  The 

security cameras are an insurance policy that we hope we never need.   

 

AJ from Macedonia helped Mr. DePasquale put this together and coordinate getting the 

bidders at the park.  Mr. Zaccardelli asked whether AJ made any recommendations.  Mr. 

DePasquale replied yes. 
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Mr. DePasquale asked the trustees to review the two quotes and let him know what they think.  

The quotes are good until the end of the year and then the prices are subject to change. 

 

Mr. Zaccardelli reported we had about 60% new users on our website this month.   

 

Mr. Zaccardelli asked Tina and Henry Rogusz to stand up and be recognized for all of the work 

they did on the display for our “Visit with Santa”.   Henry constructed the entire display and put it 

together.  The board of trustees thanked Tina and Henry for all of their hard work.  It was a joint 

effort with the police department.  Mr. Zaccardelli said 75 children attended the “Visit with 

Santa”.  There are pictures posted on our website.  The display will be kept up for awhile and 

made available to the public to visit during regular business hours.   

 

Mr. Schweikert received a list from Rich Reville of some of the items missing from the Northfield 

Center Fire District during the break-in.  This list will be needed when they do the audit for the 

old fire district.   The items taken were the kitchen table and day room TV, four plastic tables, the 

kettle bells,  medicine balls, dumb bell rock, squad cage, Smith machines with the attachments, 

treadmill, benches, leg press, TV above the treadmill, saws, tool boxes and water pump.  Mr. 

Schweikert asked whether the items that went to Valley were returned.  Mr. Zaccardelli said Chief 

Black confirmed everything had been returned. 

 

Mr. DePasquale reiterated that at the last Fire District meeting he had stated nothing leaves until 

ownership is proven.  Mr. Schweikert said there was a video recording of the items in the station, 

but all of the trustees are not sure how accurate the video is.  

 

CITIZENS FORUM 

Dale Krupa, 664 Continental Drive, shared his concerns about the construction of the Hidden 

Ridge development behind his house and the length of time for the development to be completed.  

Mr. Krupa asked the trustees whether there was anything they could do to help with the 

construction noise after dark and on the weekends. 

 

Mr. Schweikert replied the trustees did call the Summit County Building Department and the only 

recourse is for Mr. Krupa to go to County Council and speak with them about stopping 

construction at dusk in the winter.  Mr. Schweikert said he received a phone call very similar to 

what Mr. Krupa just spoke about from a Willow Lake resident commenting this is Continental 

Drive all over again. 

 

Mr. Snell walked the entire Karnow property on the 29
th

 and shared the progress made up to that 

point with Mr. Krupa.  Townships have no control over the noise.  The township relies on county 

ordinance 509.08 which states, “construction sounds occurring between 7 a.m. and 9 p.m. are 

exempt from these nuisance noise regulations.” 

 

Mike Bergold, 11638 Valley View Road, shared his concerns about the noise from the ambulance 

and fire trucks leaving the fire station in the park, and salt trucks at 4 o’clock in the morning.   

 

Carol Lewis, 9634 Olde Eight Road, inquired as to what the $15,000 item on the warrant report 

paid to Walton Hills was for.   Mr. DePasquale responded legal fees from the JEDD.  Ms. Lewis 

asked whether we would be receiving JEDD monies in as income for 2017.  Mr. Zaccardelli said 

we received monies from the JEDD in 2016.  Ms. Lewis asked who would be monitoring the 

cameras in the park.  Mr. DePasquale said the cameras will be backed up on the computer on a 

hard drive.  It will rewrite itself, but they can be monitored and will be tied to a monitor in the 

station, and Mr. DePasquale believes there is the flexibility to monitoring it from our police 

department where Janell is. 

 

Mr. Schweikert said the board needs to set the year-end meeting for December 27
th

 instead of the 

26
th

 at 9:00 a.m.   
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Mr. Gale stated he will close out payroll on December 26
th 

and asked that all regular bills be 

in by the 20
th

 so he can pay out and close the year.  Mr. Schweikert asked whether Mr. 

Zaccardelli and Mr. DePasquale were available for the 27
th

 at 9:00 a.m.   Both Mr. Zaccardelli 

and Mr. DePasquale replied yes.  Mr. Schweikert said the close-out meeting is to set the 

temporary appropriations for next year. 

 

Mr. Schweikert asked whether there were any more comments from the audience. 

 

Frank Kopas, 7495 Boyden Road, addressed Mr. DePasquale in regard to his question at the 

last meeting as to how many of the 68 emergency calls were directed to Elmcroft or other 

assisted living facilities.  Mr. DePasquale apologized and said he did not have that 

information, but would follow-up with the fire department.   

 

Mr. Kopas commented that Summit County Council seems to be sensitive to issues from real 

people, and believes the board could present the concerns of Mr. Krupa and his neighbors 

ahead of time and see what they say.  Mr. Schweikert responded the problem we have right 

now is the person representing us is a lame duck councilman.  He is out January 1
st
.   

 

Mr. Snell announced that Dick Switzer passed away suddenly last week.  He served our fire 

department for over twenty-five years. 

 

Mr. Zaccardelli said at our meeting last month it was brought up that the minutes from the 

September meeting were not on the website.   Since we switched over to our new website, the 

template set up through Word Press had the minutes but it just didn’t find it to post.  There 

was a little glitch and Laura fixed it.   The minutes are posted. 

 

Mr. Snell said there was a discussion at the water district regarding the suggestion made by 

Mr. Bergold to put a fire hydrant by the front of the Sagamore Hills fire department building.  

Mr. Snell said there is a fire hydrant by the front of the Northfield Center Fire station where 

the trucks from Sagamore could be filled and flushed there.  There was a brief discussion. 

 

Mr. Schweikert moved to enter into Executive Session to consider the appointment, 

employment, dismissal, discipline, promotion, demotion or compensation of a public 

employee or official, or the investigation of charges or complaints against a public employee 

or official specifically set forth in Section 121.22 (G)(1) Revised Code.  To consider the 

purchase or sale of property where premature disclosure of information would give unfair 

competitive or bargaining advantage to a person who’s personal, private interest is adverse to 

the public interest.  For conferences with legal counsel to discuss disputes with the board 

which are the subject of pending or imminent court action.   The three trustees, the fiscal 

officer and township attorney went into Executive Session.  Seconded by Mr. DePasquale.  

R/C Vote:  DePasquale-aye; Schweikert-aye; Zaccardelli-aye. 

ADJOURNED:  7:46 p.m.  RECONVENED:  8:05 p.m. 

R/C: Schweikert-present; DePasquale-present; Zaccardelli-present; Fiscal Officer Gale-

present; Attorney Snell-present. 

 

The trustees, fiscal officer and legal counsel were in Executive Session to consider the 

appointment, employment, dismissal, discipline, promotion, demotion or compensation of a 

public employee or official, or the investigation of charges or complaints against a public 

employee or official specifically set forth in Section 121.22 (G)(1) Revised Code.  To 

consider the purchase or sale of property where premature disclosure of information would 

give unfair competitive or bargaining advantage to a person who’s personal, private interest 

is adverse to the public interest.  For conferences with legal counsel to discuss disputes with 

the board which are the subject of pending or imminent court action.    

 

Mr. Gale asked whether any decisions were made.  Mr. Schweikert responded no decisions 

were made. 

 

 

 



SAGAMORE HILLS TOWNSHIP - REGULAR 
 

 

Monday, December 12, 2016 

 

 
 

Page | 5     Page | 5 

Mr. Schweikert made a motion to adopt RESOLUTION 16-58 to hire Matthew Sawyer as a 

part-time snow plow driver for emergency plowing when someone gets ill at $18.00/hr. 

Seconded by Mr. Zaccardelli.  R/C Vote:  Zaccardelli-aye; Schweikert-aye; DePasquale-aye. 

 

Mr. Schweikert stated no other action was taken in regard to property.   

 

Mrs. Pleskovic, 814 Southridge Road, asked how long the “Visit with Santa” decorations would 

be up.  Mr. Zaccardelli responded until the week right after Christmas.    Anyone can come up 

and see it during regular business hours.   

 

Mike Bergold, 11638 Valley View Road, asked to review a couple of things that he brought up 

at the last meeting, but first expressed his displeasure on the trustees adjourning to Executive 

Session after opening up the meeting to public discussion.   Mr. Schweikert responded the 

trustees needed to hire a part time snow plow driver before 8:00 p.m. to notify the service 

director in enough time to have the ability to call him into work in case of an emergency.   The 

decision to hire an employee must be made at a public meeting.   Mr. Schweikert apologized for 

inconveniencing Mr. Bergold.  Mr. Bergold asked why this could not have been done before.  

Mr. Snell responded you have to advertise the meeting 24 hours in advance if you are going to 

go into Executive Session.   The only time the trustees could do this was at this meeting.   Mr. 

Snell stated the trustees make a deal with the road department that they would hire a part time 

snow plow driver at this meeting, and let the service director know by 8:00 p.m. in case of an 

emergency.  Mr. Bergold thanked Mr. Snell for the clarification. 

 

Mr. Bergold stated he is still encountering problems with the fire department as far as the noise, 

and spoke to Chief Tim Black with his concerns.    

 

Mr. Bergold asked what the status was of the arm bars for the red lights on Valley View.  Mr. 

Zaccardelli said the last correspondence with Tim Boley was the county is reviewing it.    It is at 

the county’s discretion whether or not a light will be installed on Valley View Road.  Mr. 

Bergold said Tim Black mentioned solar stop signs might be considered.  DePasquale clarified 

they spoke about blinking yellow lights, not stop signs, which is also the county’s decision.  

 

Mr. Bergold reminded Mr. Zaccardelli he was going to check with Chief Hayes regarding 

posting the stats for the fire and police departments on the website.   Mr. Zaccardelli said the 

chief was out for a few days, and Mr. Zaccardelli did not have the opportunity to review this 

with him.   Mr. Zaccardelli will follow-up with Chief Hayes.  Mr. Bergold asked whether the 

township did an annual report.   Mr. Schweikert responded yes.  Mr. Zaccardelli said the stats 

are public records and can be requested any time.  Mr. Snell said this information is also in the 

minutes every month.  Mr. Bergold responded some of the information is there, but he is 

interested in how many traffic tickets are isused,  Mr. Zaccardelli said that is Chief Haye’s call.  

If we provide this information on the website it wouldn’t be until the first of the year.   Mr. 

Bergold said Northfield Village and some of the other cities around here provide that 

information.  Mr. Zaccardelli responded, “This is Sagamore.” 

 

Mr. Bergold followed up with the water district about storm water.   

 

There was a brief discussion about storm water.  

 

Mr. Bergold asked whether our zoning inspector was pro-active.  Mr. Zaccardelli responded 

zoning is one of the toughest jobs.  The zoning inspector has a call log and is working hard in 

getting some of these houses cleaned up.  We have limited leverage in regard to aesthetics.   If 

you paint your house yellow with white polka dots, we cannot tell you to paint the house blue.  

Mr.  Zacarrdelli said the zoning inspector is doing a good job.  During the last twelve months 

our zoning has improved.  There are a lot of homes to check.  The zoning inspector has a year-

end report to prepare.     

 

Mr. Schweikert made a motion to adjourn at 8:20 p.m.  Seconded by Mr. DePasquale.   

R/C Vote: DePasquale-aye; Schweikert-aye; Zaccardelli-aye;  

 


